April 16, 


1973 


Mr. George J. Brandt, Jr. 

Watson Leavenworth Kelton & Taggart 
100 Park Avenue 
New York, NY 10017 


Re: Beet Pulp in Designed Filler 
Helf. 582-703, Canada, 

PM #538_ 


Dear George: 

Mr. Hind has reviewed the Canadian Office action and the 
references cited, and he brings up the following points. The 
use of sugar-beet pulp in preparation of a smoking product 
according to the present application is not merely a substitution 
of this material for bagasse as employed by Koree, U.S. 2,576,021. 
v The method of Korea would, not give a.good, coherent sheet-from .< 
beet pulp; the special processing described in the application 
is required. The product from beet pulp is much superior to what 
may be made from bagasse. Also, the present process would not 
produce a coherent sheet from bagasse, which lacks the necessary 
content of pectins and hemicellulose. The two starting materials 
are in no way interchangeable, and thus Koree does not suggest 
the present invention. 

The methods described in Hind, et si (U.S. 3,529,602), 
are not satisfactory for beet pulp conversion to smoking product 
because beet pectins are quite different from tobacco pectins 
and the alginic acids contemplated by Hind, et al; a cook with 
diammonlum phosphate as disclosed there for tobacco conversion 
would not suffice for beet pulp to give a coherent sheet. 

Neither would the acid wash at room temperature disclosed in 
Hind et al, U.S. 3,385,303, remove the calcium and release the 
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beet pectins as it does for tobacco pectins. Beet pulp requires 
the special treat cent described in the application to release 
the pectins to subsequently fora a coherent sheet useful in 
equipaent used for processing tobacco leaf or sheet. 

You may wish to contact Mr. Hind on this matter. 

Very truly yours, 

s/f'?- 'y/ 

G. Esler Inskeep 

Assistant Patent Officer 


/sb 

cc: F. Eichorn 
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